
How to help someone learn?
Information for language assistants



How to help someone learn? 

Give someone a fish, and you feed them for a day.

Teach them how to fish, and you feed them for a lifetime. 



How to help someone learn? 

∙ Help the learner think

∙ Ask questions, rather than give answers

∙ Encourage them to try

∙ It is never bad to make a mistake



Finding the meaning of a word

Questions you can ask

∙ Where did you read or hear this word?

∙ What part did you understand?

∙ What do you think it could mean?

∙ How could you find the meaning?



Understanding a text

Questions you can ask

∙ What is it what you want to learn from the text?

∙ What part did you understand?

∙ Where do you think you can find the answer?

∙ How do you know that?



Understanding an instruction

Questions you can ask

∙ What is your question?

∙ What part did you understand?

∙ What do you think you need to do now?



Comparing new language and home language

∙ Give an example

∙ Avoid grammar terms
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